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CHAP., XXVIIL

BUTTERMERE,

Enchanting Walk—Newland Valley—Ruftic
Cruilitym—Two e ater FEalls— Mountan
Paftures—T be Village of Buitermere,

WE intended {tarting between two and
three i hopes of {eeing the {etting moon,
and the rifing {un upon Skiddow; we were
not {o fortunate, for it rained and blew hard
all night, and it was fine when we went to
bed : thus far the lake yefterday foreboded
richt. Iwas {o vexed at this difappoiﬁtment
I was defervedly punifhed by being kept
awake : however the morning 1s clear, and

we are going to iet off to Buttermere.

We
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"We paffed along the Cockermouth toad
for a mile and a half, -then turned towards:
Newland Valley, keeping a moftenchant--
ing fight of Baflenthwaite Lake, and fre<-
quently of Derwentwater, Kefwick ap-
pearing to the beft advantage it can be feen.
in : ‘inftead of keeping the toad we dropt.
down fome finé paftures, until we came to:
~ a deep brook ; the bridge had been carried
away,.-which-obliged us to go higher than
the point we intendéd making ; however:
we found a ladder fome 'good-natured fare
mer had laid acrofs for general accommo-.

dation.

Before we reached the brook we faw a
treble-trunked oak ; the centre trunk was
hollow, anda mountain ath grew out of
it ; about two yards down it, we broke a
hole with our fticks, and the ath was {trong
and healthy. |

We
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- We now reached the fide of the hill,

and being at a lofs which way to proceed,
an old woman, upwards of ninety, who
was keeping houfe whilfl the family were
at harveft, dire@ed us to the head of New-
land, where we ftopped at a large farm
houfe, and afked for fome whey: they
had two machines at work, (each of which
could churn thirty pounds) and were mak-
ing butter for falting; in an inftant we
had two bowls of whey and half a dozen
hands offered us chairs; we were pleafed i
thinking every trifle interefting that fo
agreeably proves the altive civility of thefe

mountaineers : and who would not ?

We had an eafy afcent to the-head of
Newland, (a chaife could go up it) where
- there are two waterfalls upon one face of a
mountain ; the largeft is a very fine one, and,
I fhould think, at any time equal to Low~
dore ; 1t has now much the advantage of 1t :

3 the
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the hills around it are covered with theep
and cattle, and as you return your eye up-
on the rich vale, you may iee Saddle Back,
and look down upon the #0p of Caftle Crag: -
you then pafs a defile, and after a regular
defcent of two miles come fuddenly upon
Buttermere chapel, with a fight of its firag-

gled village, and Crummack lake. ‘The
head mountain and two fideones are the moft

beautiful carpets I ever faw, patticularly
the right, which 1s covered with imiu_me-
rable theep, and, although above two miles
in length and a confiderable cifcum‘fefence,
1t 15 not defaced by one ftone.

CHAP.
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- CHAP. XXIX.
" "BUTTERMERE.

A Guide=——Difagreeable W alk~— Buttermeré

- and Crummack- Lakes—Sound of Scales

- Force Waterfall—1ts delicate Effect—De-

' cription of it—Reafons why the Tnbabitants

. -don’t érza*w the Names of their Mountains
—Natural Child—Candour of his Mother
—Manner of fupporting their Poor——Cha-
pel and School both one—1Vithout a Clergy-
man—Inhabitants ufed to chufe their own
—Eggles—Schoolmafier officiates as Parfon
7 beir Regret at the want of ones

A FTER ordering fome dinner at a {mall
ale houfe, we got a {on of Crifpin to attend

us to the caicade; the road we took was

very
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very uneven and boggy, with a nimber of -
beau traps: as we afcended we gained a full
view of both Buttermere and Crummock
lakes, feparated by good land and a deep
river; there are two {mall iflands upon the
latter, and at the bottom the country looks
fertile ; it 1s about two miles to the Water-
fall, and we found 1t an uncomfortable taik.
But mountain troubles vanith the inftant
- you behold the object of 2 walk.-~My ears
firft caught the mellow {ound, and after
clambering over a rough wall, we came
{uddenly upon the caufe of 1t. I was loft
in admiration. in. one of thofe vacant de-
lights, in which the mind thinks of nothing
but what 1s before 1t, and makes you feél
youffelf more than man ; I required a tap
over the fhoulder to return to mortalitjr—-—-

I received it, and I thus feebly defcribe the
caufe of it. |

Scale-Force Waterfall is two hundred feet
O ' PEI’PCH-;
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perpendicular, except where it fluthes over
a fmall jut; the fteep on both fides 1s co-
vered with variety of mofs, feﬁl, afh, and
oak, all fed by the conftant {pray and flou-
rith in indeicribable verdure ; the delicacy
of the effe¢t 1s heightened by being in a
narrow chafm, a hundred yards in the rock,
before it ruthes into the lower fall, at the
point of which you bave the grand view :
clamber up the left {ide and look into the
firft bafin, and, although you may be wet
with the {pray, you cannot help feeling
the {clemnity of this deep, this mufical
abyls, enchanting as verdure and melody,
can make it ; and although there has been
no rain for nine days, 1t far exceeds any
thing of the kind I ever faw, and the boai-

ted one at Coo * in Germany finks below

comparifon.

I {fup-

* I once had the curiofity to ride over a moft dread-
ful way to fee this waterfall ; we were no {ooner there

but
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I fuppofe we faw it in the beft ftate 1t
could be received in; had it been after rz;.in,
1t might have filled us with aftonifhment
but what would have become of the ver-
dure of the fides r~=the foam would have
nearly covered them : as we faw it, every
part was in unifon with the mufic 1t crea=

ted ; the mund comprehended it, and <ar-

but men and women began by throwing dogs above
the head of the fall ; our party were fo difgufted with
it, we paid them to defift; many of the poor creatures
were lame ; {fometimes they are lucky enough to hit
againft a piece of rock and are killed. “Thofe that

furvive fleal away as if they felt they were victims to

the unfeeling BoORs: the K— of S— was there the
year before, and they were furprifed we could not be

pleafed with it, becaufe he was.

'The chapel was about the fize of Buttermere cha-
pel, and the curé told us he did not receive ten pounds
a year; but I obferved the inhabitants had a*greedinefs
for money, and a rudenefs of manners becaule we
could not fatisfy them all—which do not difgrace our
Englifh mountaineers.

O 2 ried
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ried away one of the moft inimitable {cenes

tnat ever enriched the fancy of man, or

graced the pencil of a Moore.

On afking the guide the names of diffe-
rent hiils, he {aid in this valley we call them
{fo and {o—** but other guides have gi’en
‘¢ ym feck # fine neames, we do naw re-
¢ colleétr um, bu we mun naw contradiét
¢ um, as they thinken umfelves cleverer

<¢ {folks than we are.”

We met a rofy boy with a fatchel on
his back; he was going to one of the houfe-
holders for a ftated time. 'The poor live
amongft the farmers in proportion as they
are aflefled, and they are always treated
like one of the family ; the only pauper
at prefent 1s the little alien ; his mother
knew her frailties too well, and was too

honeft to {wear to a father, therefore the

* Such.
vx]lagers
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v}llagem have taken the boy amongft them,

and are going to fend him te {chool.

They faid with concern until a fortnight
ago they have had no regular {choolmafter
thefe two years; in fhort, fince the period
of chufing their clergyman was taken from

them.

" The chapel and the {chool {erves for
both purpofes, and I could almoft reach
the roof with my head; the inhabitants
time out of mind ufed to appoint their own
clergyman, and he was generally chofen
with full confent; perhaps it was the very
pooreft livelihood in the kingdom, even
with the addition of Queen Ann’s bounty;
but it was a vehicle for a minor prieft to
gef fuperior fﬁorders, and there never was a
want of candidates: they now fay they
have loft their right, at any rate they are
afraid to claim it, as they are more in dread

O 3 of
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of the Great Eagle of the north than the
oles which build in their mountains ;—~—
they think it a judgement upon them for
unammoufly voting i contraire at a contel-
ted eleCtion ; bur whatever may be the
reafon, they are left to go to Heaven as
quietly as- they can;—the {choolmafter,
without being a parfon, officiates as {uch,
and a clergyman, from Lorton, the parnfh
church, comes over about once 1n {ix weeks
to adminifter the Sacrament, which may
be the means of preferving the bounty :—
in this forlorn manner 1s the fervice ¥ per-
formed in the village of Buttermere ;e
luckily it could not have happened in a
village where it appears lefs wanted, but
as gced harmlefs people always regret the

lofs of a good cuftom, they regret it.

* As the chapel enjoys Queen Ann’s bounty, fhould
not the Diocefan take care they have a proper paftor ¢

but I cannot fuppofe he is informed of 1t.

CHAP.
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CHAP. XXX.

BUTTERMERE.

Number of Families— Their Riches— Mode
of paying Ale Duty, and of providing
Provifions—Of pmcm:z';izg Surgeons for the
Stck—A Rainbow~=Never but one Chaife
in the Valley —Sally of Buttermere.

Y, .
L,

THE village confifts of fourteen fami-
lies, and fome of them are rich people;

that is, they may have fifty pounds a year
landed property, and healthful flocks of

fheep ; and I can tell you we looked into a
kitchen that Crifpin faid belonged to the
richet man 1n the place; and I never
faw furniture fhine brighter in my life ;
to be fure it was Saturday, and that is a

O 4 polith-
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polifhing day in every cottage in the king-

dom.

We had falt provifions and vegetables
for dinner, and I do not think there was a
freth joint 1 the valley; the ale was
home-orewed, and good, I::ut rather too
{ftrong for our tafte. If you are fond of
ftrong ale, I muit tell you Buttermere 1s
reckoned famous for it, 'Wine and {pirits
zre not fold here, and they are {o far from
the excife, they pay their duty by com-
promife, ten pence halfpenny a week; the
Iandla_dy {fays they do not {fometimes {fell
{ix penny-worth a week; but as her hui-
band is one of the head quarry men, his
companions often make amends, for her
¢¢ a‘s 15 as gud as ony in aw Chriftens

¢¢ dum.’’

On our return we met a woman with a

loaded horfe; the had been to Kefwick
ma-
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market, laying in meat and other necefla-
ries for herfelf and neighbours; this ami-
cable cuftom 1s equalled by the following
when a perfon 1s fick, or a woman about
to lay in, a horfeman is fent exprefs to
Kefwick or Cockermouth for a furgeon,
and the neighbours fend a relay of horfes
to exéedite him.

We reached the defilé with a frefth
breeze, but a hot fun ; we were afraid we
thould have been much incommoded by Ilo-
fing the former; luckily the. mountain
that kept the breeze from us, likewife hid
the fun; {o we enjoyed a pleafant walk
along a gentle defcent. I mention this for
information to thofe who may walk or ride
this road, as after fix 1n the evening it is

under fhade until you come to Portinfcale.

When we came to the Cockermouth

road, wf;l had a rich ﬁght of a rainbow ex-

- tending
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geon, and the neighbours {end a relay of
horfes to expedite him.

We reached the Jdefifé with a frefh
breeze, but a hot fun. We wert afraid.
we fhould have been much incommoded
by lofing the former ; luckily the moun-
tain that kept the breeze from us, like-
wife hid the fun; {fo we enjoyed a plea-
fant walk along a gentle defcent. 1 men-
tion this for information to thofe who
may walk or ride this road, as; after fix
in the evening, it is under fhade until you
come to Portinfcale.

When we came to the Cockermouth
road, we had a rich fight of a rainbow
extending from Kefwick, and juft mclu-
ding I.owdore fall. It was rendered more
beautiful by a watery tinge on the tops
et the hills, and by the fun’s partially
leaving them thewing which was the

higheft.

The
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The landlady had never {feen but one
chaife in the valley, which came from
Cockermouth, and left 1t at the Kefwick
road ; fhe {fpoke of it as a phanomenan.

I have fince met with the party ; it was
an excurfion foon after marriage. They
are too valuable to their numerous friends,
among{t which number I have the hap-
pinéfs to think myfelf, ever to run any
more mountain rifks. They were not
aware of the danger, and I believe this
cured them.

SALLY OF BUTTERMERE.

Her mother and the were{pinning wool-
len yarn 1n the back kitchen. On our go-
Ing 1nto 1it, the girl flew away as {wift as
a mountain fheep, and it was not until
our return from Scale Force that we
could {ay we firft faw her. She brought
in part of our dinner, and feemed to be
about fifteen. Her hair was thick and
long, of a dark brown, and, though un-

adorned
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adorned with ringlets, did not {eem to
want them; her face was a fine oval,
with full eyes, and lips as red as vermi-

lion ; her cheeks had more of the lily
than the rofe; and although fhe had

never been out of the village (and I hope
will have no ambition to wifh it), fhe
had a manner about her which {eemed
better calculated to fet oft drefs, than
drefs ber. Shewas a very Lavinia,

¢ Seeming, when unadorn’d, adorn’d the moft.”

Fay,

When we firft {faw her at her diftaff,
after the had got the better of her firft
fears, the looked an angel; and I doubt
not but fhe 1s the reigning lily of the
valley.

Ye travellers of the Lakes, if you vifit
this obfcure place, fuch you will find the

falr SALLY OF BUTTERMERE.

CHAP.
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Ye travellers of the Lakes, if you vifit

this obicure place, fuch you will find the

failr SALLY OF BUTTERMERE.

CHAP.
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