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A Few Notes on the Church apd

|
PREFACE ‘ Parish of Loweswater.
%
T 1 . . The early history of the Church and Parish of Loweswater
I iz lost in antiquity, " The earliest mention of them both is about
‘ the middle of the 12th century, when Loweswater is re uted to
have been the estate of Ra:gﬂphus de Lindsay, who aboyt the
J b : 'Zs[é'ih?e time gg;g I; ctlﬂm}fl abd eswf&ter tgo the dlt;iory of Elt.hBe:i?i
v : i ailable i tre m the il is is pro ¢ toundation for the tradition which st
§ the information available sl rcm_e y. (-::a.gre, i exists in l:‘.Im parish, that monks from St. es used’to come out
following are no more than what is indicated by | i Loweswatertg}humt:it:otakeg:rﬁceg, ete,, ,&‘aﬂ%m”h m,f!
: i a4 f; a to be carried via the {
the title. I am only too conscious ?I t:helr fragmentsfry 4 ti'ifug[ﬁ’wﬁ?& w;ogfe!m_- . :me&Bm Tb:?l‘gwhell Ly
character, but, scanty as the record 1s, 1t seemed a pity Loweswater, which dates from - whic!
that it should not be recalled and put into print, and

one of the first to be cast in
such a church. ;

the coming celebration of the centenary of the present

Chureh’s consecration seemed to be an  appropriate -4 i
i i earliest

occasion for doing this. emg

I had originally intended to inelude photographs ?f
all the incumbents of the present Church, but as this
would have almost doubled the cost, T did not consider
it advisable. I hope, Liowever, to have them all en
and framed and hung in the Vestry, where nngm&_
wishes to do so, may see them.

Loweswater Viearage,
3rd August, 1929,
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: ] g hurch was com pleted by J J
The next Curate, John Borranskail, held. e A cE ot : c I y John Bowman, of Ullock. This w
and i;:l‘LII]c;?H_' \'tli‘]&lll' lnfi'_“rlllnc retired, being buried at Loweswater Fo build the e, church which was Ik o

to build the present one, bhut there la' en down in 1827 in order

on May 22nd, 1674. He must have been at least 96 years of a e, built or consecrated is no record of when it WaE

and it is therefore not surprising that he was unable, during his
later years, to keep the register entered up, and also that the
old register was lost. When his successor came, an account was Tiffin, who came 5 ool
taken throughout the parish to make up the deficiency for the Satialin 1705, but it is o theane;tlﬂu:;w%eand F-!:rl;n Harﬂmcg:. who
preceding eight years (1665-1673) but the register fg'om 1632 to 3 nry est, who became

6 ) 3 ’ Curate in 1708, that many notes about thes 1
1665 is lost completely. From 1674 the registers are intact. e came to ,Loweswater ev?::k’; tﬁta-;:::mhg;f'

ordained Deacon in May, 1708, but he was not

There is nohhi-ni known about the next two Curates, Johu

At this time, the inhabitants of the “Chapelry of Loweswater” 4 1730, and so, as he was Curafe for 22 year T b
as it was called, together with those of Ennerdale, Eskdale, Priest, the chief service of the Cﬂhuf'cel: uthe Hol;eem union,
Netherwasdale, and Wasdale Head, were obliged to contribute to must only have been celebrated very rare possibly only at
the repairs of the Mother Church of St. Bees. . Easter, and even then by a visiting ?ﬁm' &fthmghbgg Prayer
4 F F - Book rubric had long before ordered 4 Pari
As the earliest entries, including Burials, in the registers are " shall communicate : i i

dated 1626, there must have been a Churchyard at Loweswater 3 Easter to be one.” i :

during Borranskail’s time, and he himself was buried there. 1t 3 in the Church in En land ; hence

is of course possible that the Churchyard dates back to 1578, the Revival and the preacghmg of Joh

date of the lost register. According to a later tradition, as

Mr. Forrest seems to have
shown by the following verses wl
Honour the |
%eeew:ﬂ,

Loweswater in early days possessed many skilled weavers, it was a
mark of special honour to be *‘ buried in woollens.”

The next Curate of Loweswater was Patricius Curwen, who
was a member of the ancient family of Curwen, of Work
Hall. He was born at Ribton Hall, Camerton, being ordained
Deacon to the Curacy of Loweswater on March 15th, 1673, by
Bishop Rainbow, of Carlisle—presumably by Letters Dimissory from
the Bishop of Chester, as Loweswater was in the Diocese of
Chester at that time. He * exhibited ” on the Visitation of ‘the
Bishop on 20th June, 1674. Four years after coming to Lowe
he married Barbara Fisher, fn Daniel Fleming’s  Be
Accounts ” the following item appears for 29th June,
“Given at Ambleside Chapel to Mr. Curwen, a poor Pri
Mr. Wright was Minister of Ambleside at t’he time, ani
evidently refers to a day’s duty performed by Mr. C
24th September, 1656, he obtained a faculty to
Loweswater. In 1690, his brother An
married (at Loweswater Church) Ann Fox,
their daughter was Elizabeth Pearson, Wj
was during Mr. Curwen's incum)
a Citizen of Carlisle, who proba
End, left £50 to the poor of
relief, an account of the di
1688, two years it
Loweswater for
October, 1707,




6

i ime i as the yearl
which has taken place since that time. This was . y
in};l“rl}’sa] on £55 stlm-k. part of which hnd_beeg left by wx‘.ﬁ T};d
the rest made up by the IHhElblf-.’l-IlES. llUlhll;fl"“Cl?g Ewﬁ" lr“);d (;
Impropriator of the Tithes to the (}llil't‘l_l. 5 18 8 Ucf \M:E gec
by equal proportions in the hands of 12 Sidesmen 0(;_ e yeaﬁ',
that 1s, three in every Quarter of the parish, according to the
turn of the estate, changing every year, being a.lhwa,;y's reckoned
a parochial duty incumbent upon their estates or the }qoz}sessor
thereof. In 1723 Queen Anne’s Bounty augmented the living by
lot to the extent of £200 at 4 per cent., thus adding £8 per
annum, bringing the annual stipend up to £12 11s. 6d. There
is small wender that Mr. Forrest refers to this augmentation
some four or five times ; it is difficult to see how he existed before.

The Parish Clérk at this time received 16/- per annum and
some other small dues at Funerals, Marriages, etc., out of which
he paid 3/8 to St. Bees Church yearly, as an acknowledgment
to the Mother Church, which was then reckoned to be 11 miles
distant.

This same document states that the particular (or peculiar)
custom of the parish in making the Chureh assessments was this :
“The Churchwardens do at first pay all the charges out of their
own pockets and so are out of their moneys till the Candlemas

following after they are out, at which the Churchwardens make
the Assessment.”

Mr. Forrest was 25 years of age when he came to Loweswater

and 58 when he died, being buried at Loweswater 18th March,
¢ 1741, and his wife Elinor five days afterwards,

Joseph Wilkinson, his successor, only lived six months.

During the short incumbency of the next Curate
Simpszon, the old Church stock wa.i reduced from 1/8
by reason of the Quakers refusing to pay 1/8. This
reduction of his stipend from £12 113, ad. to £9 1
up for the loss he raised what he could by sub

As he had been baptised at E bleton
ably only just 23 years & sge.a e

In 1744 Thomas Cowpe
of High Snab, Newlands: begrs
for 51 years. To him

the ini%mhh;m mtai

came we
i: the Chap
1744, to officiate

7

to perform the office of Curate on July 15th, 1744. He married
Faith Sumpton, of Lorton, in 1746, the ceremony being performed
in Loweswater Church by Mr. Tyler, Curate of Lorton,

He has a note about the seige of Carlisle b{ the Young

Pretender, in 1745. He also gives several bits of information
about the church.

In 1751 the roof was taken off the b f the church and
the south side was slated with Ewe Cm:iy agl!‘ﬂ, d in ﬁaﬂ
the roof was taken off the chancel and a great part of the

was plastered. Whether in each of these two cases the roof wa
taken off intentionally or by storm is not stated. T S

About the same time (1752) John Tifin left
of Loweswater, e

Another of Mr. Cowper's
1756, was the greatest storm of

He also seems to have
following :

as witness ollowing :
. Ea:d,thﬁmw of

S—
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Until the year 1780, as already mentioned, the only school This brin .
had heen that taught by the Curate in the church, but in that One interesthig; ;::a.tt;loreﬂ:,? :lilig gfnth? Pﬁnod of the old register.
year the Bchool-house was built, |r('(:ill.u5!.‘ it was not th(_)llg!]b held by people in Loweswater ‘%’ﬁa the variety oftrgdeq ete.,
fit to teach in the Church as formerly. ¥ Th]ﬁ,:iC!lO\‘.)i ig still in except formers in those das : th ereas now_there is DO N
existence, being now known as  Rose Cottage,” just below the Smiths, Tailors, Shoemakers y:c ;re were Weavers, Joiners,
Vicarage. The school in its new building was still taught by tion were so_po:)r. country m:ri:he'n hasdtt'.h:b?ma t.,‘elfmm“'mo.-
tha Chitate: ! instead of being dependent upon the towns as thmerora.; M—con"hmed.,

In the following year, 1781, the Schoolroom at Mockerkin
was built by the inhabitants of Mockerkin and Sossgill, upon a
piece of land given by Mrs. Mary Mirehouse in her life-time, who

Lord Lonsdale, Landowners and Sid

Curate of the present Gh?:rel:naa hle :::inmg m th

after the old church was taken dEown, and the efo
¢ must  the ¢

With Jeremiah Atkinson, who was appointed to the livi

also by deed dated 12th March, 1781, gave £200, the interest to o & Oh
be applied to the use of the school.  Mockerkin and Sossgill gll'::::llt a?:&w:naﬁgghd b@
children were to be admitted at a reduced quarterage. Mary Rt. Rev. John Bird Sumner.

Mirehouse was probably born at Miresyke in 1711, of Canterbury)
Bartholomew. This church,
Three years after this, 1784, John Nutt gave £5 for the poor Witk & zundert i ot
He was probably born at Askhill in 1704.

of Loweswater,

When Mr. Cowper came to be Curate of Loweswater, his
sulary was L9 168, 6d., but when he had been here nine years,
Queen Anne's Bounty augmented it by £200 at 4 per cent., thus
bringing it up to £17 16s. 6d. per annum, and three years later,
Queen Anne's Bounty again augmented it by £200 to meet a
benefaction of £200, consisting of £100 given by William Stratford, ;
L. L.D. (who would appear to have been Commissary to the
Bishop of Chester) and £100 subseribed by others. This brought
the living up to £33 16s. 6d. but two years afterwards the B :
was reduced to 2 per cent., which meant another re
£17 168, 6d.  Four years later, in 1762, the above capi
U500 was expended in the purchase of Fangs Farm.
transaction  and  the preceding augmentati
Stratford took part are recorded on a stone
present vestry, by the door.

Thomas Cowper was buried at Lowe
1705 ; his grnvelbgne is still to be
e
The next two Cur

16 years un y
was  Cura
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purpose. At the Vestry Meeting held to (‘01]%1(1:3]" thlsl; extclnmpn,
the first proposal was that a rate of 6d. in the £ shou.d bfa evied
to defray the cost, but a subsequent amendment that the required
amount should be raised by voluntary subscriptions was carried.

At this time there were four or six large square pews in the
church, and all the pews had doors. There was also a thre?-
decker,” that is, a combination of pulpit, reading desk, and clerk’s
desk, in the middle of the aisle. There was a gallery at the
west end, in which the choir sat, and before 1!’;0 commencement
of each, hymn, the old elerk of that time, John Wilkinson, of Spout
House, Water End, used to walk down from his desk and up into
the gallery, where he blew a ‘‘ pitch pipe,” to start the hymn,
as there was then no harmonium. Mr. Green got a har;l_:cl_uum,
which Mrs. Green played, but to the end old John Wilkinson
continued his walk up and down for each hymn.

Shortly after Mr. Green came, Bishop Villiers of Carlisle,
who was a big, fine-looking man, held a Confirmation at Lowes-
water, and the story goes that after the service was over, M.
Green, who was much less in size than the Bishop, asked one of
the farmers, Harry Pearson, what he thought of the Bishop, to
which he replied that ** Laal men need du vara weel for parsons,

2

but he would ha' made a gran’ farmer.”>

When Mr. Green came to Loweswater, the living was worth
about £60 per annum, but it was augmented before he left, one
of the principal subscribers being Miss Hudson, of Kirkhead, to
whose memory there is a tablet on the south wall of the church.

Denwood, and a Miss Wood. I

Mr. Green left Loweswater in 1! havin;
and after going to Yorkshire and tmmﬁ 5
to (‘ockermouti in 1874, to be Vicar of All

there when the present Viear, Canoi
his Curate in 1850, but died the

The next incumbent,
hysically (he was over
came over

About this time, the schoolmasters were a Mr. Craig, a Mr.

I

ing with pistols (huir-trigger) hin pist
1th pistols (hai; ') hin pistol went off u y
and pierced his friend’y cont 5 thin stopped pistol '"Im:ﬁz::!p?:‘;f?ﬂ{

he became Perpetunl Curafe i
b Lowmwu.t.er'.r ¢ of Newlands, and in 1806 he came

He was very well read and a wevere oritie

weeks ago his name was recalled in fhe C‘nrliulti 'Dl.i;ltgu:ﬂnl{lm
as one of a gi"oup of clergy, wirong churchmen, weholnrs wnd
archwologists, but none the less zealous purish priests, who had
much influence in the Diccese 50 years ago, Itg common -
ledge in the parish, even now, what a uous time he had on
Sundays.  First of all Sunday School in the morning, then Mattin
(probably followed by Litany and Ante-Commus 1), alter
a journey dog-cart to M’oehrkin for an ofl
the school there; then on to Mmg

then back to Loweswater for Eve o took

in the school sm’:aein to ave
orge Watson

time being first
He also conducted evening

Durinshilﬁmeth' i

Tiffin and John Nutt were ce

able Funds in trust for
e

hich_ coatiausd,
Charelwardons. o8
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e, too, was something of a poet, as the following odd verse About th
Bk 42 fan i ST e AT s i ; \ e same fime (1886
from ‘* A Ventilation U{_?l (re Wigton (.hfll{_.ll) will show : thwaite in the Chapelry Of(Lort)orl:a:gddP:ﬁi]fﬁ%mphd Bracken- .
Half choked with dust, my breathing flags, the part of the parish which now lies at the far 'dng am, that is,
And painfully the music drags, was added to Loweswa,ter, B.lld it thus became ?‘ng of the Cocker,
And kneeling—hassocks stuffed with rags, Chapelry of Loweswa,ter, the incumbent } e Consolida
Feel hard and bumpy. : o lI’lell;p?t,ua.I Cma.t(iI the fees for marria C'?“ in Low:l:fab:%ﬁm;
My waisteoat swells—I fear the worst, still belonging to the Vicar and P
The buttons fly—I’'m like to b;]ll sty arish k of St. Bees.
Oh ! for a pint to quench my t it'st, Mr. Thwaites continued Mr. T
et L at Mockerkin on Sund ? a.fternoom d\{rh’e: ‘iinm&:s:g:ogaﬁnf
Oh ye in ‘“ Throstle Nest” who dwell, ’Su?g;éy S:ihoo ;;iltha L '. The G.F.8 was_ started
Quoth Dr. T. “you’ll feel no smell ‘b ﬁll dan m:] t:lkng m on. The Sun d"’se‘hwl Treat a0
“1f windows, aye, and doors as well ose days used to take p - St. MGIHEQI’CDW and was
‘ Be opened wide :(— given by Mrs. W. Wilkin Lur 10. h.r there ﬂlﬂé to be a
‘ Let out old air; let in the new, climbing party—of which we ; W m
‘To sweeten every musty pew, every Easter—who were a on the
““ Sweep cobwebs down and spiders too, Monday used to give an tremend-
ous success in savongl

H( }u ve me, nothing else will do,
‘ Let this be tried.”

He left Loweswater in 1883 for Westward, where he died in and
1899, but by his express wish he was buried at Newlands. He was Kesy
the brother of Henry Tandy, a banker at Ponl‘l!‘.h whose daughter, jﬁ

Mrs. Romney, of Sk 'Ill.hlllllebs, is his surviving niece, to whom
am indebted for a lot of information about him. There is no lack
of evidence that he was a faithful parish priest.

His successor, William Thwaites, who came from Cleator Moor,
was only here for four years, but a lot happened in those four
years. The year after he came (1884) a Ia.cullzy was obtained for
extensive alterations to the church, which were completes
Tht‘v consisted of the follomng e church was re-roo
windows taken out and replaced, a new ) 0
Organ Chamber were built at the Ea.at- End, the
tition wall then forming a Coal-house, ﬁm:
taken down: a new entrance ‘was

and a Baptubely at the West. here
the Church was re-floored qnd
and Communion
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by Mr. Tandy., He was succeeded by Miss Lennox and then by
Mrs. Wilson.

amble had a large family, two of his sons being killed in

Another of his sons, Leonard Gamble, is now

Mr. Gamble retired in 1914 and went to live

e died the following year at the age of 65,

g d at . Mrs. Gamble died in 1919, also
being buried at Lowes T,

The next Viear, John Joy weswater in 1915,
from being bor of Waberthwaite. therefore here for
most of the War period, a difficult time for eryone.

[n 1919 a Petrol Gaslight installation and a Brass Lectern

were placed in the church : to the five men from the
parish who had lost their s in the War.

In 1924, Mrs. Wilson retired from the School, being followed
by Mr. William Barnes, who was succeeded by Mr. D. C. Wren.

Mr. Joyce resigned at the end of 1926 and went to live in
Devonshire, and now does occasional duty in the Diocese of Truro,

There is little to write about the last two and a half years,
exoept to say that in 1928 a new and up-to-date Iuw_pmsﬁhrt atis
apparatus was placed in the church and the south and

o plastered, and this year a red carpet has been plg
lanctuary and Chancel, the money for these )
raised by means of a Bazaar and a later
held in 1988,

Other gifts to the Church

An Altar Cloth
Furnses, ‘of Tinke

An Altar

1

It is not surprising that after seven Churel
is at the moment practically full, and 5;11’ ar:;sﬁn? 7
like to

the immediate future.

Before concluding these notes, T should
names of a few of the old families no lo
whom the Church and Parish have lo
and generosity: The Skeltons, of F.
Waterend ; the Hudsons, of Kirkhead
Lumbs, of Mockerkin; the Woods,
families have tablets to their
church, and they, togethe
John Nutt, of Ask
be remembered as Ben
August 24th and 25th.

e

. to
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[ncumbents of Loweswater. .
o
o
e ‘ -
—_— e ———— =
z
L ) H
Westray g
: : ‘ >
1600% John Borranskail S | z
1873 Patricius Curwen E
1701 Andrew Naughley ) :
1702 John Tiffin g
w
1705 John Harrison g
] (-]
1708 Henry Forrest H

1742 Joseph

=19 1
174 Joseph

1744 Thomas Cowper

1795 Jolhn Barnes |

1795 Joseph Harrison (Assistant Curate)

1828 Jeremiah Atkinson
1858 Eldred Green

1797 Samuel Norman do.
1801 John Nicholson do.
1805 Jonathan Stainton do. -
1811 Lancaster Dodgson ‘.
1818 Jonathan Stainton (2nd Licence) (AQ'J 4 _' __ i
| 1821 Joshua Clark (Assistant Curate) : - e
l 1824 Martin Mayson do. : B3
1826 Henry Hake do. ; .
|



	LC1929Cover
	LC1929p0-1
	LC1929p2-3
	LC1929p4-5
	LC1929p6-7
	LC1929p8-9
	LC1929p10-11
	LC1929p12-13
	LC1929p14-15
	LC1929p16-17

