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This Archive

This digital archive contains photographic images of part of the Leconfield Archive held at
Cockermouth Castle by Leconfield Estates. This is a privately owned and managed
archive for which physical access is the responsibility of the Estate. However, the storage
facilities and the lack of resident staff at the castle make it impractical to provide general
public access to the records.

The images were made by members of Lorton & Derwent Fells Local History Society with
permission of the Leconfield Estate, and are combined with others made by George Platt
for the Estate. This second issue results from photographic work in October 2024, March
2025 and October 2025.

Content

At present only a minority of boxes and plans have been digitised, but they contain many
important documents covering the early estate, plus general surveys. Content relating to
the Society’s area and Cockermouth has been extensively copied. Issue 3 contains some
42,000 document images. The archive may be augmented by further photography.
Requests will be considered.

A list of digitised contents is provided, based on the new DLEC catalogue which has been
created by Cumbria Archive Service. This full catalogue is available online at CASCAT at
https://archiveweb.cumbria.gov.uk/calmview/ and should be used as the searching aid
for records of interest. The reference numbers can then be checked in the contents
section of this archive to see if images are available - see Content and Use

Access to the Images

The images are made available for historical research by borrowing a flash drive from the
Society, or through a copy or copies deposited with the Cumbria Archive Service. For
content availability please see http://www.derwentfells.com/sources.htm/

The borrowing of the flash drive and the use of the images contained is governed by a
borrower agreement which prohibits publication or commercial use without permission of
the Society and the Estate. The use of the material through Cumbria Archive Service is
governed by their normal regulations.
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